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WEST BEND —Roman, Lilly and Amelia Simon get ready to march in the 4th of July Mini Parade hosted by the Kettle
Moraine YMCA on Thursday. The Simon family created a homemade float and decorated a scooter and wagon.

Small-scale celebration Health officials:
Stay home July
Fourth to avoid

infection
MADISON (AP) — Wiscon-

sin health officials urged
people Thursday to spend
the Fourth of July weekend
at home as coronavirus
infections surge in the state. 

The number of confirmed
cases per day in the U.S.
climbed to an all-time high
of more than 50,000 on
Thursday. The infection
curve is rising in 40 states;
only the Northeast has
escaped the spike.  

Health officials blame the
surge largely on young peo-
ple congregating in bars.
DHS Secretary Andrea Palm
said Thursday that 23% of
total confirmed cases in Wis-
consin are people in their
20s, which is up from 11% in
April. 

‘‘In order to help decrease
the infection rate in our
state, we need younger Wis-
consinites to take more pre-
cautions like staying home,
physical distancing and
wearing cloth face coverings
whenever possible,’’ Palm
said. 

Public health officials

halted indoor service at
Madison bars beginning
Thursday and limited the
number of people who can
eat inside at restaurants to
25% capacity.  

As of Thursday, Wisconsin
had recorded 29,738 con-
firmed cases of COVID-19
since the pandemic started,
an increase of 539 from
Wednesday, according to the
DHS. The actual number of
infections is thought to be
far higher than the state’s
totals because many people
have not been tested and
studies suggest people can
be infected without feeling
sick. 

Democratic Gov. Tony
Evers issued a stay-at-home
order in March that closed
schools, shuttered most 

Fireworks 
and safety

By Brianna Vogel
bvogel@conleynet.com

262-306-5046

WEST BEND — Although
many fireworks displays
have been cancelled due to
COVID-19 concerns, West
Bend Fire Prevention Cap-

tain Kenny Asselin said this
does not mean individuals
should attempt to replicate
the experience at home.
Safety is especially concern-
ing to him this year with the
unusual circumstances, and
he said alcohol never leads
to a more favorable outcome.

“‘Hold my beer and watch
this!’ is the first sign that the
party is going to end very
quickly,” Asselin said. “A
simple internet search will
find numerous examples of
people being injured by fire-

What do you think?

Phone: 262-513-2641
Email: soundoff@conleynet.com  

SOUND OFF

West Bend’s  Fourth of July fireworks

WEST BEND — The annual Horicon Bank Fourth of July
Fireworks display will take place at Riverside Park on Satur-
day at dusk. The park, however, will be closed to spectators.
City officials encourage residents to watch from their homes,
their cars in public parking lots or other parks. The fireworks
can also be viewed at the Washington County Government
Center, which sits above the park. The city is broadcasting the
display live on the West Bend Facebook page.
The city has uploaded a public parking map to its website
along with additional information about the fireworks. They are
asking spectators to stay near or in their vehicles and to be
respectful of resident driveways, private property and others.

WEST BEND

Fire  prevention
captain offers

advice on eve of
the Fourth 

See VIRUS, PAGE 6A

See SAFETY, PAGE 6A

No paper on Saturday
To our readers:

There will be no paper on Saturday due to
the Fourth of July holiday. Have a happy

Independence Day.

Council to award contract to demolish
building deemed unsafe

By Kendra Lamer
262-306-5095

klamer@conleynet.com

WEST BEND — During
its meeting Monday at 6:30
p.m. in the Council Cham-
bers, the Common Council
will discuss and award a
contract for the demolition
of an unsafe building at
2100 Northwestern Avenue.

The Finance Committee
plans to transfer funding
from the funds balance for
the project.

“Since March of 2000, the
City of West Bend has been
involved in various proce-
dures to address several
safety issues created by the
unsatisfactory condition of
the building at 2100 North-
western Avenue,” according
to the agenda. The city has
deemed that the building is
unfit for human habitation
or use, is a hazard to safety,
causes blight and is a nui-
sance on Dec. 17, 2014.

The city issued a raze
order on September 15, 2015,
and Washington County
Circuit Court deemed the
order valid and enforceable
on July 24, 2019, allowing
the city to raze the property.

The city plans to demolish
the building’s substructure
down to the concrete slab
and leave the slab in place.

The building is privately
owned, so the city’s only
responsibility is to demol-
ish it.

The city received eight
bids for the project. The
MRD Group, based in West
Milwaukee, had the lowest

bid at $299,900. City staff
reviewed their qualifica-
tions and work done in
other municipalities. They
recommend The MRD
Group for the project.

A $30,100 contingency
fund is recommended. The
contingency fund makes up
10.04 percent of the total
bid, higher than the 5 per-
cent typically allocated.

Staff recommends the high-
er allocation due to the pos-
sibility of finding addition-
al issues during demolition.

An additional $28,810.50
will be allocated to Kunkel
Engineering Group, $26,500
to TetraTech and $6,200 to
Environmental Disposal for
the project, bringing the 

Raze order
issued in 2015,
upheld in 2019

Kendra Lamer/Daily News Staff

The Common Council on Monday will discuss and award a contract for the demolition of this
building at 2100 Northwestern Avenue.

See RAZE, PAGE 6A
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COMFORT INDEX
What the air will feel like
tomorrow, based on the
temperature, humidity
and wind speed.
1 poor; 10 excellent.

ILLINOIS

UV scale and warnings on possible skin damage: 0-2 low risk, 3-5 moderate 
risk,6-7 high risk, 8-10 very high risk, 11-over extreme risk. 

SUNDAY

Partly Cloudy

89/71

TUESDAY

Isolated T-storms

90/70

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 894 p.m.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 858 p.m.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90Noon

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 878 a.m.

HEAT INDEX TOMORROW

A composite of 
the effects of 
temperature and 
wind on the 
human body

Jul. 5 Jul. 12 Jul. 20 Jul. 27
Full Last New First

High: 88
Low: 73

High: 98
Low: 78

High: 83
Low: 65

High: 91
Low: 74

High: 108
Low: 85

High: 91
Low: 74

High: 90
Low: 74

High: 72
Low: 55

High: 81
Low: 69

High: 90
Low: 83

High: 88
Low: 63

High: 86
Low: 72
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:31 p.m.Moonrise tomorrow. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:36 p.m.Sunset today

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .245Season to date

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .163Normal season to date

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22Month to date

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11Yesterday

COOLING DEGREE
An index of energy consumption 
indicating how many degrees the day's 
mean temperature was above 65 
degrees.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80/62Normal High/Low

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70Last year's low for date

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"Precipitation, Milwaukee

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.26"Normal month to date

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.80"Normal year to date

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.63"Precip. year to date

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"Precip. month to date

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"Precipitation, West Bend

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93Last year's high for date

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86/66High/Low

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86/63High/Low, West Bend

ALMANAC
Statistics for Milwaukee Yesterday

* Precipitation is the liquid equivalent of 
snow, ice and rain.

MONDAY

Partly Cloudy

88/72

TOMORROW

Mostly Sunny

87/69

TONIGHT

Mostly Clear

66

SOUTHEASTERN WISCONSIN
Tonight: Mostly clear. A 20 percent chance of light showers and 
thunderstorms in the evening. Lows in the mid 60s. Northeast winds 
up to 5 mph. 

MARINE FORECAST
Lake Michigan near shore forecast:
Tonight: N wind around 10 kt. Partly cloudy. Waves 1 ft or less. 

Lake Michigan water temperature is 75 degrees.

ULTRAVIOLET INDEX FORECAST
The UVI forecast for Saturday is 9

1
Saturday, Jul. 4, 2020

Beaver Dam
87/71

Florence
89/67

La Crosse
90/70

Milwaukee
84/70

Superior
76/65

Wausau
87/69

Chicago
86/72

Rockford
91/72

West Bend
87/69

Waukesha
88/69

Oshkosh
82/70

Madison
88/72

Green Bay
87/73

Eau Claire
90/72

Ashland
87/69

Appleton
89/74

Virus
From Page 1A

nonessential businesses
and limited the size of gath-
erings. The order was sup-
posed to lift April 24, but
Palm extended it to May 26.  

The extension spurred
Republican legislators, who
cited concerns over its
potential impact on the
state’s economy, to file a
lawsuit directly with the
conservative-leaning state
Supreme Court, which
ruled 4-3 on May 13 that
Palm had overstepped her
authority and struck down
the order. Since then, the
state has become a patch-
work of local ordinances
and orders limiting busi-
ness activities and gather-
ings.  

By the numbers:
Washington/Ozaukee

County COVID-19
cases 

Confirmed cases
■ Current: 636
■ Washington County: 395
■ Ozaukee County: 241

Deaths
■ Washington County: 16
■ Ozaukee County: 15

Cases per 100,000 people
■ Washington County: 293.6
■ Ozaukee County: 273.0
■ State average: 514.6

Case fatality percentage
■ Washington County: 4%
■ Ozaukee County: 7%
■ State average fatality per-
centage: 3%

Wisconsin
■ Deaths: 793
■ Positive tests: 29,738
■ Negative tests: 563,946

Source: Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Health Services

Safety
From Page 1A

works where alcohol is
involved. Please refrain
from using fireworks
when consuming alcohol
or other drugs.”

While call volume does-
n’t dramatically increase
in West Bend, there have
been firework-related fire
and ambulance calls. 

“In June of 2017, a child
was playing with a
sparkler inside the apart-
ment while his mother
was sleeping,” he said.
“The family cat bumped
the child, the child
dropped the sparkler, and
the lit sparkler started the
apartment on fire.”

The seller has some
responsibility to inform
the buyer of the dangers
of consumer fireworks,
he said, but the buyer
should also be aware of
the dangers.  

“There is no way that
someone can tell me that
they don’t know the dan-
gers of fireworks as there
are fireworks-related safe-
ty messages on every
media and social media

outlet around the Inde-
pendence Day holiday,”
Asselin said. “Another
incident that comes to
mind occurred about 20
years ago where a teenag-
er was lighting consumer
fireworks in the duplex
where he resided with his
family and throwing them
outside. One of the
objects he was lighting
didn’t make it out the
window and started the
duplex on fire.”

Anyone using consumer
fireworks who causes a
fire, injury or death is are
responsible for the dam-
age.  

“Not only could there be
fines and jail time, they
can also be sued civilly
for the damages,” Asselin
said. 

West Bend requires a $2
million indemnity insur-
ance policy for profes-
sional fireworks — a dif-
ferent level of involve-
ment compared to the
intent of someone in their
back yard lighting a few
fireworks they bought
from a roadside stand.

“If someone using con-
sumer fireworks causes a
structure fire with subse-
quent injuries causing
hospitalization, the
amount of the damages
could be well over $2 mil-
lion,” Asselin said. “Keep
the liability in mind
before you light any con-
sumer fireworks.”

To celebrate the holiday
safely, he recommends
avoiding any fireworks
that explode or leave the
ground. 

Two-liter bottle rockets,
confetti and other low-
impact devices with little
danger of causing physi-
cal harm are alternatives
that are especially prefer-
able around young chil-
dren. Glow sticks and
fiber optic light-up
wands, Asselin said, are a
better alternative to
sparklers. 

“‘Hold my beer and
watch this!’ is the first
sign that the party is

going to end very
quickly,”

— West Bend Fire Prevention
Captain Kenny Asselin

Lottery
Thursday, July 2

WISCONSIN

Pick 3       3-8-1
Pick 4       5-5-6-2 
SuperCash  6-13-24-26-28-36
SuperCash Doubler: No 
Badger 5                   2-3-19-23-25 

Raze
From Page 1A

total cost to $391,510.50. Staff estimates that once the con-
tract is awarded on Monday, a preconstruction meeting will
be held on July 22. July 27 is the anticipated start date and
it is scheduled to be completed Dec. 4.

Following the transfer of funds, a public hearing will be
held for a scrap dealer’s license for Quincy Recycle Paper,
Inc., 2230 Stonebridge Circle. The company handles paper
and plastic materials.

The council will also consider moving three polling loca-
tions for the Aug. 11 partisan primary election to increase
safety and prevent too many people from congregating in
one location. District 1 polls would move to the Washington
County Courthouse, District 2 would move to the Washing-
ton County Public Agency Center and District 8 would
move to West Bend City Hall.

The meeting will close with reports from the Library
Board, Park and Recreation Commission, Deer Manage-
ment Committee and the Historic Barton Business Associa-
tion.
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VIDEO I Demolition of Bermico
building nears completion
By Judy Stefros - Octob€r 5, 2020

October 5, 2O2O - West Bend, WI - The demolition of the old

Bermico building, 2100 Nofthwestern Avenue, on the east side of
the Milwaukee River in West Bend is nearly complete.

Neighbors stood on the Eisenbahn State Trail on a sunny but very
windy Monday afternoon watching as three excavators rapidly

crushed walls and leveled the cement block structure.

Bermico Co. was formerly Line Materialand McGraw-Edison.

Details about the site were released in a December 2015 Phase I

Environmental Site Assessment prepared by Stantec Consulting

Seruices Inc. See a portion of the report below,

THE BERMICO BUILDING CONS/SIS OF
APPROXIMATELY 7.2 ACRES OF LAND

https://www.washingtoncountyinsider.com/demolition-bermico-building/?fbclid:IwAR2b... ll22l202l
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DEVELOPED WITH A FORMER
M AN U FACTU RI N G FAC I LITY CONS/S flNG
OF NUMEROUS /NIERCONNECTED ONE-

AND TWO-STORY BUILD'NGS COVERING AN
APPROXIMATE 68,000 SQUARE FOOT AREA

NEAR THE CENTER OF THE PROPERTY.
THE REMAINDER OF THE PROPERry IS

COVERED BY DETERIORATED PAVEMENT
AND AREAS COVERED BYGRASS, BRUSH,

SMALL TREES, OR FOREST.

SURROUND/NG PROPERIIES ARE A MIX OF
CO M M ERCIAL AN D I N D U STRI AL

PROPERI/ES. THE PROPERry HAS A LONG
H/STORY OF INDUSTR/AI USE. THE

PRIMARY ITEM MANUFACTURED AT THE
PROPERTY FROM AT LEAST 1929 TO 1980

https://www.washingtoncountyinsider.com/demolition-bermico-building/?fbclid:IwAR2b... Il22l202l
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WAS A COAL TAR-IMPREGNATED
CELLU LOSE.F/BER P I PE COM MO N LY
REFERRED TO BY THE TRADE NAME

"ORANGEBURG PIPE."

S/NCE 1980 VARIOUS SMALL BUS/NESSES
OCCUPIED PORTIONS OF THE FACILITY

BUILDINGS AND THE PROPERTY APPEARED
TO BE USED PRIMARILY FOR STORAGE.

M U LT I PLE P LASTIC RECYCLING
BUS/NESSES OPERATED AT THE

PROPERTY DURING THE I98OS AND I99OS
AND RESULTED /N S/GN/FICANT STORAGE

OF PLASTIC.

S/NCE THE 19805, THE FACIUW BUILDINGS
WERE ALLOWED TO DETERIORATE WITH

MI NI MAL REPAIRS . NUMEROUS PERM ITTED
AND UNPERMITTED BUILDING

MODIflCAflONS AND DEMOUflONS HAVE
OCCURRED AT THE BERMICO S/IE.

REMNANTS OF SUPPLIES, EQUIPMENT,
AND STRUCTURES REMAIN THROUGHOUT

THE PROPERTY BUILDING.

https://www.washingtoncountyinsider.com/demolition-bermico-building/?fbclid:IwAR2b... ll22l202l
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This assessment has revealed no evidence of recognized

environmentalconditions (RECs) in connection with the Property

except for the following:
. lndustrial manufacturing activities including the historic transfer,

storage, and use of coal tar at the Property.
. Historic outdoor storage of Orangeburg pipe.
. The transfer and storage of petroleum products and documented
dieselfuel release to soil

on the Property.
. The historical presence on the Property of a railway spur, because

transfer of hazardous

materials and/or petroleum products may have resulted in spills and

affected soiland/or
groundwater quality at the Property, in particular, in the vicinity of the
former railroad spur.

. The documented release of contaminants from the Property to the

sanitary sewer system.
. Petroleum product and hazardous substances releases to soil at the
Property documented in a Phase ll ESA.
. Orangeburg pipe and pipe fragments comingled with other fill

https://www.washingtoncountyinsider.com/demolition-bermico-building/?fbclid:IwAR2b... ll22l202l
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materials in areas on the

north side of the Property.

Below is an ad from the Line Material Company as published in the
1929 West Bend High School yearbook.
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In its heyday Bermico and Line Material employed over 100 people

including Carl Kufahl and Marion Winninghoff.

FIRE &WATER
DAMAGE RESIORANOil

Pronerty Loss
Manâgenient, LrÆ
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https://www.washingtoncountyinsider.com/demolition-bermico-building/?fbclid:IwAR2b... ll22l202l
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